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Jan Gullickson, 2009 Pat Gottschalk Teacher of English

It was my privilege to join the excellent team of teachers and staff at Kobe College this past spring.  It did not take me long to feel right at home, thanks to the friendliness of the students and staff.  Even the cherry trees blossomed with full clusters of delicate pale pink petals in a welcoming gesture and the two resident campus cats emerged from their home in the shrubs around the library’s entrance to greet me. 

I am teaching the first year junior high students who like me, are just embarking on their journey at Kobe College.  I look at their bright and enthusiastic faces and it makes my feeling of commitment to making their academic journey a memorable one even stronger.  I hope to share not only my knowledge of English with them, but also what my experiences from life and travel have taught me to open the world for them.  I look forward to getting to know each one of them better and to learn about their experiences and dreams.  
The college is set high on a hill overlooking Nishinomiya City.   It is renowned for its beauty and it certainly lives up to that reputation. The setting is such a source of inspiration from the lovely classical façades of the buildings topped with multi-colored tiles to the beautiful landscaping that elegantly reflects the seasons.  Now the grounds are overflowing with lush greenery, orange marigolds and blue and violet hydrangeas.  The jewel of the campus is the chapel in which our morning services provide a motivational start to the day.  The atmosphere is filled with the long tradition of Kobe College so that as I walk around the campus, I can almost feel the presence of the founder, Eliza Talcott.  

Looking down from her resting place in the mountains behind Kobe onto the school that she started over a century ago, Ms. Talcott is undoubtedly proud of how it has evolved into a place where tradition blends with the contemporary to create the ideal educational environment for students and teachers alike.  How fortunate I am to be a part of this.

-Jan
