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Reflections on the 2017 Annual Meeting 
by Dr. Roberta Wollons, President of KCC-JEE 

The KCC-JEE 2017 Annual Meeting was held at the Union League Club in Chicago 
on Saturday, September 9th. We were honored to welcome Dr. Ken Ii, the 
Chancellor-elect of Kobe College, who will take over from Chancellor Dr. Koichi 
Mori next spring.  

This year's theme was "Celebrating 35 years of the Bryant and Alberta Drake Guest 
Professorship." Board member and former Drake professor Dr. Robert Mason gave 
an overview of the program, and two former Drake professors, Owen Montague and 
Janine Shelby, gave presentations about their work in the KC Dance Program and 
the Psychology Department, respectively. They presented slide shows expressing how 
much they enjoyed working with the KC students and being visiting professors at 
Kobe College.  

Other presenters included High School Essay Contest winner Verenice Espinosa and 
Kobe College interns Yuma Kuki, Ayano Tanabe, and Momoe Yasuda. Their stories 
are below.  

We also welcomed our newest member of the KCC-JEE Board, Ms. Chise Koyama. 
Please see more about her in this newsletter.  

We were pleased to celebrate the accomplishments of last year, some of which you 
can read about here, and look forward to continuing our vibrant programs and 
making our plans for the 100th Anniversary of KCC-JEE in 2020. Please stay in touch 
and visit our website, www.kccjee.org, for news and events. 

KC Internship 2017 

 
Ayano Tanabe and Yuma Kuki with Haruka Monoi, who is 
currently studying at Rockford U. 

 

In the summer of 2017, KCC-JEE 
welcomed three interns, who as always 
were lovingly supported by the 
teamwork of friends and board 
members. Ms. Ayano Tanabe interned 
at Anderson Japanese Gardens in 
Rockford, IL. Meanwhile, Ms. Yuma 
Kuki was welcomed by the Japan 
America Society of Chicago, and 
Momoe Yasuda gained business 
experience at Daikin, an air conditioning 
company in Minneapolis, MN. All three 
interns spoke about their experiences at 
the Annual Meeting in Chicago.  
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Introducing our new board member, Chise Koyama 

 

Born in Nishinomiya and raised in Kobe, Japan, Chise has spent 
most of her professional life in New York. She studied as an 
exchange student in Rochester, NY during her senior year of Kobe 
College Senior High School, and pursued a bachelors degree in 
English at Kobe College. After three years of working at a Japanese 
bank, she went back to Rochester and received an M.B.A in 
Finance at the University of Rochester. 

Since then, her career has been focused on derivative financial products. She worked at Union 
Bank of Switzerland in Tokyo and Bear Stearns in New York. After she left banking, she joined 
DTCC/Markit (now IHS Markit) as a global lead product manager for equity derivatives post-
processing system. Currently, she is a global lead product manager at Bloomberg L.P focusing on 
Listed Derivatives and OTC derivatives data. She started going to church on the morning of 9/11 
when she was working at Bear Stearns’ midtown office in Manhattan. She was baptized a year later 
at Larchmont Avenue Church in Larchmont, New York. She’s been actively involved with church 
activities. She is now a member of St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church in Hoboken, N.J. where 
she resides.  
 

Vivian Shaw, Graduate Fellow for 2017-2018 

 

Ms. Vivian Shaw has arrived in Japan and is pursuing her 
research project entitled, “Post-disaster citizenship: the politics 
of race, belonging, and activism after Fukushima.” Ms. Shaw 
will be affiliated with Sophia University in the Tokyo area. 
Vivian is currently a Ph.D. student in sociology at the University 
of Texas in Austin and expects to graduate in 2018.  
We look forward to selecting the 2018-2019 graduate fellow in 
the coming year!  

 
Mr. Sam Timinsky, 2016-2017 Graduate Fellow, has 
completed his research in Japan and will be returning to 
Madison, WI, to continue pursuing his Ph.D. in history. He  
spent the last year at Waseda University working on 
contemporary historical issues related to gender and work-life 
balance in the post-war period. Mr. Timinsky gave a talk on 
his research at Kobe College during July of 2017 that was well-
attended. 
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A Visit with Long Time KCC-JEE Supporter Donald C. Farley 
 

In September, KCC-JEE president Roberta Wollons and VP of Development 
Jeanne Sokolowski visited long-time KCC supporter Donald C. Farley (age 
95) in his home in Evanston, IL. Donald’s wife, Martha Struthers Farley, 
served on the board of KCC for many years, and she and Donald hosted a 
number of KC students in their home. 
 
Donald’s interest in Asia dates back to his time teaching in China. In 1948, 
as a recent graduate of Oberlin College in Ohio, where he studied history 
and the cello, Donald was sent by the Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association 
to teach at a Ming Hsien school in Chengdu. Donald was there during the 
Communist takeover when the educational system was restructured. He 
recounted a thrilling tale of making the long and secretive journey in 1949 
on a mail truck from Chengdu in Sichuan province to Taiyuan in Shanxi 
province, where the school was being relocated. In 1951, he left China via 
freighter to return to the U.S. 
 
Martha, also an Oberlin graduate, was meanwhile managing a hospital in 
India as a Methodist missionary. Martha and Donald married in 1951, and 

(L to R) Roberta Wollons, Donald C. Farley,  
Jeanne Sokolowski 

  Donald went to Yale Divinity School. During their time living in 
Menominee, WI, where Donald was serving as an ordained United Church  

 

of Christ minister, the Farleys hosted Japanese student Mitsuyo Kubo. Mitsuyo later graduated from Hope College and 
become a food critic in Japan. Once Donald retired from the ministry, the Farleys moved to Chicago where Donald 
taught at a high school in Northbrook as a second career and played the cello with two North Shore music clubs.   

Donald and Martha (who passed away in 2015) have contributed so much to cross-cultural understanding, which is the 
cornerstone of the KCC-JEE mission. As an organization, we are so fortunate to be the beneficiaries of their support. 

 

 

Many thanks to Reiko Mrozik who has taken the lead on 
archiving KCC-JEE photographs, and to the rest of the 
Archive Committee, Fumiyo Young, Kay Suguira, 
Marjorie Kinsey, and Yasuko Sanborn, for their hard 
work and dedication to organizing the archival 
 records of the organization.  
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Long-time KCC-JEE Board Member Mr. Takuzo Ishida 
receives the Order of the Rising Sun 

This spring Mr. Takuzo Ishida received the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
Rays with Rosette, in recognition of his remarkable contributions to the 
Japanese community in Minnesota and to the promotion of friendly 
relations between Japan and the United States. More specific information 
about his many accomplishments can be found on the news page of the 
KCC-JEE website. 
 
I wanted to learn more about what led Mr. Ishida to become a leader in the 
Minnesota and international communities, so I asked if I could visit him at 
his house in Woodbury, MN and ask him a few questions. This is the first 
of an interview in three parts.  
 
Mr. Takuzo Ishida came to America following his personal dream, but it 

took exceptional talent and persistence to make that dream a reality. Born on Hirado Island, the first 
location in Japan that was opened to international trade, Mr. Ishida was intrigued by Western culture 
since he was a boy. He attended graduate school at Chiba University and became fascinated with a 
technology developed by David Morgan, a 3M engineer. The technology, called Dry Silver (now Dry 
View) had the potential to greatly improve the photographic development process of medical images, 
as well as eliminate great quantities of toxic waste created by the film-developing chemicals it replaced. 
 
Mr. Ishida knew he wanted to be a part of developing this technology, but despite repeated letters 
from Japan, where he worked for a division of 3M, he couldn’t get Mr. Morgan’s attention. Eventually, 
Mr. Morgan became aware of Mr. Ishida’s talents. A meeting was scheduled and Morgan was so 
impressed with Mr. Ishida’s talent and capacity for quick learning that he offered him a job on the 
spot. Mr. Ishida was required to quit his job at 3M Japan and moved to Minnesota in 1984 with his 
family, taking up a new lifestyle in an entirely new culture. 
 
Over the next 25 years, Mr. Ishida was a major contributor to dry process imaging technology. He has 
over 20 U.S. patents in his field and was awarded the Presidential Green Chemistry Challenge Award 
of the United States Environmental Protection Agency in 1997 by President Clinton. 
 
However, Mr. Ishida’s outstanding career is just one element of his story. In the spring newsletter, find 
out how Mr. Ishida became a leader in the Japanese community, and how his love of art and nature 
led him to become a patron of the arts and to create a variety of bonsai that is a living tribute to the 
beauty of the American wilderness. 
        (by Marnie Jorenby; to be continued) 
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Gottschalk Teacher of English Program 
The Teacher Recruitment Committee is happy to announce the appointment of two new Gottschalk Teachers 
of English at Kobe College High School, to start in April 2018. 

Marina Powers, of Mitchell, South Dakota, and with degrees in Secondary 
English Education and in Global Studies, very much looks forward to this 
opportunity to teach at Kobe College High School.  

 

 
Crystal Tan returned home to California in 2016 after teaching English for 3 
years in Tomioka, Japan. She is on track to receive her MA TESOL degree in 
December and looks forward with enthusiasm to returning to the land and the 
vocation that she had come to love 

 

2013 Essay Contest Winner now back in Kyoto!    

Grace Bologna sent us the following update from Japan: 
 

初めまして、私は Grace Bologna (グレース・ボロ
ーニャ）と申します。私は 2013年に KCCJEEの高
校作文コンテストを勝ちました。KCCJEEのおかげ
でニケ月で京都に泊まって日本語を勉強しました。

その時から私は高校と大学で日本語を勉強しまし

た。今、私はシカゴ大学の三年生でもう一度京都に

住んでいます。私は同志社大学で日本語と日本の政

治を勉強しています。同志社大学は KCCJEEの奨
学金の日本語の学校とすごく近くてお馴染みな気持

ちが持っています。毎日は賑やかで日本の生活が早く好きになりました。京都は本当に歴史的な

都市です。教徒の歴史について授業を取っていろいろな神社や寺の文化を分かるようになってい

ます。今年が終わったら私はシカゴ大学に戻って卒業するつもりです。将来に、日米の政治に働

きたいと思います。いつものように、KCCJEEに私の感謝を伝えたいです。高校に奨学金のおか
げで私は日本に興味になりました。次の四年間でまじめで勉強しました。留学生の時が終わった

ら、日本語をはっきり分かるようになりたいです。ありがとうございます、~ Grace Bologna 
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2016 Essay Contest Winner, Verenice Alfaro Espinosa 
We were joined at the Annual Meeting by 2016 essay contest winner, Verenice 
Alfaro Espinosa and her mother. Verenice, now a freshman at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana Champaign, spoke about her experience in Japan this past 
summer. She told us about her experience in Japan, her adventures around Kyoto, 
and how the chance to live and travel independently for a month in a foreign 
country prepared her for her new life away at college.  

  

 

 

2017 Essay Contest Winner, Alyssa Cortez 
“I was elated, nervous and afraid. . .How would I explore Kyoto on my own?” 

Alyssa Cortez, 2017 Essay Contest Winner 

“For the first week, I mostly used gestures, like pointing 
downstairs when I explained that I was heading to study in 
my room and one-word replies in Japanese. I feared that my 
host parents would not understand anything I said for a 
whole month, but I gradually improved speaking Japanese. 
One word replies turned into sentences with emotion and 
reasoning. . .”  
 
                          (See her full essay on our website!) 
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Looking Back. . .The Life of KC Alumna Kyoko Morris 
(Continued from the spring 2017 newsletter) 

 “My second year at NMSTC (Northeast Missouri State Teachers 
College) in Kirksville, Missouri was nearing its end when my 
education professor, Mr. Richard St. Clair, told me that his friend Dr. 
John Stone, the Superintendent at Keokuk, Iowa, would like for me to 
teach in his school system, as they were experiencing a teacher 
shortage.” 

“After a year teaching second grade in an ultra-modern school building 
in Keokuk, Iowa, I was invited back to Missouri to teach third grade at 
the Home Heights Elementary School in St. Louis County, MO.  Both 
the Superintendent and the Assistant Superintendent in charge of 
Elementary Schools, as well as my principal, were very supportive, and 
my four years there went by quickly. During these happy years, I took 
a trip “Around the World” in 1963.    My father had told me to come 
home by way of Europe, if at all possible.  He must have sensed that 
my stay in the United States would continue for more than a year.” 

 “As the new school year started in 1963, a co-worker at Home Heights asked me to speak for her church 
singles group. I obligingly shared my teaching experiences with them. The title of my talk was, "Around the 
World in 86 days."  

“One of the members invited us to join him for a Christmas party at his suburban home. There, I met my future 
spouse, Kenneth Lee Morris, who was the Civilian Aeronautic Center Cartographer in St. Louis. He was an 
artist, an English and literary scholar, and scientist with a high government security clearance.”  

“After our marriage, Ken worked at the Tennessee State Highway Department, and I continued my post-MA 
studies at the George Peabody College for Teachers, now part of the Department of Education at Vanderbilt 
University. I was honored with a full tuition grant from the Human Relations Office, and upon receipt of my 
Education Specialist’s degree, Dr. Robert Replogle gave me a contract as Assistant Professor and Supervising 
Teacher at Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois.” 

“A year later, Lincoln College, in Lincoln, Illinois, invited me to teach in their McKeever Preschool, as the 
Director of the McKeever Preschool Program, Supervising Teacher, and Early Childhood Education Assistant 
Professor.  It was such a delightful, refreshing experience, working with three and four year-olds in the idyllic 
surroundings of a semi-rural, historic, college town.”      (To be continued in the spring 2018 newsletter)  
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