
 

Fall 2025 Vol. 24 

 

The Partner Appreciation Reception in Minneapolis, MN  
September 6, 2025 
 

KCC-JEE’s programs are the result of your 
support. We are always grateful for the various 
ways you contribute to the mission of KCC-
JEE. While we wish we could see all of you 
face to face, we are grateful to have had a 
chance to get together in Minneapolis. About 
30 people attended and shared stories of their 

experiences with KCC-JEE. It was wonderful to meet families who hosted 
students from Kobe College and Kobe College 
High School. We also thank all of you who 
shared your stories on Kudoboard. These 
relationships are a valuable asset of KCC-JEE, 
and we hope they will continue to be 
strengthened to make our programs even more 
meaningful. 
*Please contact the office if you would like to receive a final Kudoboard message 
board. 
 
 
The 105th Annual Meeting Recap 
September 19, 2025 
 
Our annual business meeting was held on 
Zoom. We had the privilege of hearing from 
Dr. Ken Ii (the Chancellor), Dr. Koichi 
Tateishi (the new Chair of the Board of 
Trustees) and Dr. Keiichi Nakano (the 
President of College) of Kobe Jogakuin, and 
from Ms. Hiroko Yonezu, the Chairperson of 
Megumi-kai, the Alumni Association of Kobe 
Jogakuin. After the meeting, we had a chance 
to greet each other and share the stories of our 
relationships. Whether you were able to 
attend this year’s annual meeting or not, we 
look forward to seeing you next year. 
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Warm Welcome to the New 
Gottschalk Teacher!  
By Elizabeth Hartung-Cole 

 
The dedicated volunteers of the Gottschalk 
Committee evaluated 72 applications this 
summer! Many thanks to Abbi Mayland (co-chair), 
Seiko Okada, Linda Gosselin and Sarah Vrtiska 
for their valuable time and expertise on this 
project. We presented six finalists to the Kobe 
College High School English Department, and 
they decided upon Ms. Arielle Fiona Aliwalis. 
  

Ms. Aliwalis has a BA in 
Secondary 
Education/English and 
an MA in Language and 
Literature from 
universities in the 
Philippines. In addition, 
she earned a teaching 
license and has taught 
English in secondary 
schools in the 
Philippines for six years 
and for two years at a 
college in the 

Philippines. She teaches an online English class. 
She is very personable, and her demonstration 
lesson was engaging and enjoyable. Her 
references state that she is conscientious, a good 
team member, and is adaptive. 
We look forward to welcoming Ms. Aliwalis to 
Okadayama in April! 
 
 

Graduate Fellowship 2026 
 
New recruitment for the 2026-2027 Graduate 
Fellow will begin in January 2026. 
 
 

2026 High School Essay Contest 
By Angie Gaspar 

 
The KCC-JEE 2026 High School Essay Contest 
is up and running. Each year, one winner is sent 
to Japan in the summer to study language at a 
language school and stay with a homestay 
family. KCC pays for the airfare and all fees for 
the school and the homestay. Students have the 
opportunity to take classes half of the day and 
explore temples, shrines, and landmarks in their 
free time. 
 
The contest is open to students who have 
studied Japanese in school for at least one year 
and will be sixteen by July 1. The student must 
have a valid passport and a recommendation 
from their Japanese teacher if their essay is 
selected as the winner. Deadline is February 2, 
2026. Visit our website for more details. 
 

-2026 Prompt- 
Select an object or artifact from Japan, either 
something made in Japan or authentically 
“Japanese” that sparks your curiosity. It must 
be a physical object, not a person, place, or 
idea. In the essay, which should be between 
300-500 words in English, describe the object, 
why it intrigues you, and its background. 
 

Call for Applications 
Bryant Drake Guest Professor 

 
Kobe College is currently accepting applications 
for the Bryant and Alberta Drake Guest 
Professorship, a one-year teaching appointment 
for the 2026-2027 academic year (with a start in 
April 2026). The one-year appointment is part of 
a new program in Architecture in the Department 
of Life and Environmental Sciences. This 
position is financially supported by the KCC-JEE, 
in conjunction with Kobe College. More 
information can be found at HERE.  

http://www.kccjee.org/
https://www.kccjee.org/bryant-and-alberta-drake-recruitment
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Essay Contest Reflection 
By Emma Taylor, 2025 Essay Contest Winner  

 
In the days leading up to my trip to Kyoto, I was panicking. I didn’t know what type of clothes to pack, 
or what shoes I should bring, or if I should bring books. In the end, I got on the plane feeling anxious 
wondering if I made the right packing choices. As soon as I got to my host family’s house, I knew 
everything was going to be alright. They immediately welcomed me into their family. I was worried 
because I hadn’t had much Japanese food before, but I was pleasantly surprised.  
 
My host mother cooked the best food, and they took me out to a wonderful restaurant. I enjoyed their 
company a lot, usually over dinner or when I got home from school. They were kind enough to buy 
me a cake and gifts for my birthday, which happened while I was still in Japan. I felt very happy and 
grateful to my host family. There wasn’t a single part of this trip that I didn’t enjoy.  
 
I quickly made friends with people from all around the world, such as Poland and Switzerland, as well 
as American friends. We went to the Arashiyama Bamboo Forest and many temples. I got addicted to 
Ichiran’s ramen, despite it being an hour commute from my house to get there, and ate a lot in the 
last week of my trip. I got to see the Osaka Manga Museum, and bought so many books for less than 
1 dollar each.  
 
I spent about 4 hours everyday Monday-Friday at Genki Japanese and Culture School studying 
Japanese, and I learned a lot from the experience. Between the immersion with my host family and 
immersion at school, I found myself greatly improving my Japanese. It no longer takes me a minute to 
come up with a few sentences in a conversation. The teachers were incredibly kind and knew how to 
capture the attention of all the students in the room. Due to the small class sizes, there was always 
time for questions and sometimes even side stories.  
 
One of my favorite memories was the Tenjin Matsuri Festival in 
Osaka. I got dressed up in a kimono and went with friends to 
watch the fireworks show. Although I ended up sick from the heat, 
it was one of my fondest memories of my time in Japan.  
 
I remember clearly the first day of school, how my host sister 
helped me get to school. In America, public transportation is 
scarce if you don’t live in a big city, so just being able to hop onto 
a train and go almost anywhere in the city was a dream. Instead  
of paying for gas and driving 40 minutes, I could pay like 3 dollars 
and go from Osaka to Kyoto. Compared to America, everything 
was less expensive, so things like food and books were usually 
less than 5 dollars, and clothes were 20 despite being in a pretty 
high end mall. I am very grateful to KCC JEE for the opportunity 
to do something like this. On my own I wouldn’t have been able to 
afford 4 days of this let alone 4 weeks. It was the experience of a 
lifetime, and I will never forget the memories I made in Japan.  
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KC Alumna Spotlight: Yasuyo Matsumoto, MD.PhD 
Director of Ashiya Public Health Management Center 

 
Kobe College is the place where I first developed an understanding of basic Christian principles.  
 

When I was a medical student, I had 
a chance to join a Bangladesh study 
tour, which influenced me to become 
an obstetrician. In 2000, I was sent 
for a year to a mission hospital in 
rural Bangladesh by the NGO which 
had first brought me to Bangladesh. 
The situation for mothers and babies 
was so hard there, and they were only 
referred to the hospital at the last 

minute. Even though all the staff and I tried our best, we couldn’t save all their lives.  
One day, I asked the operation room staff why they were so sincere. The chief nurse answered me, 
“Amar Attiyo jonno (since all of you are my neighbor).” These words reminded me of my days at KC. 
 
After two decades, I was honored to be recommended by KCC-JEE to become a KC board member. 
I think my mission as a KC graduate board member is to pass on KC’s “DNA” to young KC students: 
Be a good neighbor in the world. 
 
 

 
The 150th Anniversary Ceremony of Kobe College 
October 12, 2025 

 
 We look forward to sharing highlights and reflections from the ceremony in an upcoming newsletter. 
  KCC-JEE contributed to their countdown photo.  https://150th.kobe-c.ac.jp/news/251007.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christian Hospital 
Chandraghona, Bangladesh 

Seeing the patient at OPD 

 

The KCC-JEE Group at Kobe College’s 150th Anniversary Celebration 
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September Board Meeting in Minneapolis 
By Go Sugiura, KCC-JEE Board Member 

 
The Board meeting held on September 5th and 6th in 
Minneapolis, MN was one of the most memorable meetings 
in recent history. 
 
All twelve current members were present, joined by six past 
members, most of whom were in person, with a few via 
zoom. The service and support provided by all these 
members has spanned almost half a century, all the while 
with unchanging enthusiasm and passion to support the 
mission of the organization. It is simply amazing.  
 
Looking around the 

table, as well as on the screen, I noted with awe the rich assets, 
tangible and intangible, that this organization possesses. The 
wealth of knowledge and experience in the field of education, 
both domestic and international, is something unique and 
precious that not too many other organizations possess.  
 
Recognizing the value of such assets, I felt strongly that we 
MUST find ways to pass it on to benefit future generations. 
Several ideas, realistic and hypothetical, were presented, and 
serious and candid discussions followed. 
 

We also recognize the changes taking place around us, and we 
have to find ways to adapt ourselves to the new reality. We may 
have to change its name, the mission statement may have to be re-
written, the Board itself may have to be restructured, etc.  
However, our commitment and dedication to the cause will, and 
MUST, stay alive, in order to pass it on to the future. 
 
It is a challenging, yet exciting, time for all of us. 
I trust that we will be given the right direction, so that the 
organization founded 105 years ago may continue to thrive and 
serve for the cause set out by our ancestors. 

Campus Club 
University of Minnesota 

Board & Honorary Board Members  
 September Board Meeting 

Friday Dinner at Campus Club 

https://www.kccjee.org/donate 

https://www.kccjee.org/donate
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Nancy’s Reunion Zoom, August 3, 2025 
By Dave Therkelsen, KCC-JEE Honorary Board Member 

 
Nancy Rostowsky has a nice plaque from KCC-JEE honoring her board service from 1990-2003. The 
plaque noted that her “efficient, yet gentle efforts have launched the Graduate Fellowship Program 
and transformed the Symposium/Annual Meeting.” It further noted that, upon her retirement from the 
board, “she will be greatly missed.” 
 
Whoa. Not so fast. Nancy is still around, and to the surprise of no one who knows her, she is still 
organizing things. 
 
In early August, Nancy organized a Zoom call, involving ten long-tenured board members who served 
with her, for a reunion of sorts. Scattered around North America as they were, they could only talk to 
each other through a computer screen, but that was enough! Besides the ten, the call included Larry 
Gottschalk, as technical guru. 
 
The first part of the meeting involved a brief catch-up on what everyone’s been up to since those 
glorious days of yesteryear: 
 

Nancy herself runs a book group, and the library, in her senior 
apartment complex. 
 
Pat Gottschalk (on board from 1978-2005, 14 of those years as 
president) and Larry, are also in a senior building, and Pat does a 
monthly interview for the building newsletter. Larry is a retired university 
professor and knows all about quantum computing, cloud computing, 
and AI. 
 
Roberta Wollons (1997 to present) is the most senior member of the 
current board, and, like Pat, a long-time president. She has a book in 
the works and sees a retirement end to her long career in scholarship. 
 

John Zeugner (1995-2007) is 15 years retired from the Academy and continues to write books. 
 
David Therkelsen (1996-2012) was, with Rob Mason, co-president of KCC-JEE. He’s retired from 
senior executive positions at the American Red Cross, and along with a co-author, has recently 
authored a book on blood banking and transfusion medicine. He believes he needs to write just 30 or 
so more books to catch up with Prof. Zeugner. 
 
Dick Niemiec (1993-2008) was, along with Dave, KCC-JEE nominations committee co-chair for many 
years and thus was responsible for many of these 10 people, and many more since, being on the 
board. Dick was a corporate executive, not an academic, yet served as interim president of his alma 
mater, Beloit College. 
 
Robert Head (2008-16) was president of Rockford College, with long and deep ties to Kobe College. 
He now lives in Florida, with children and grandchildren 10 minutes away, and is board chair of his 
alma mater, Defiance College. He also undertakes executive search assignments for colleges and 
nonprofits. 

David, Pat, Sue, and Dick 
At September Board Meeting 
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Marjorie Kinsey (1987-2016), one of the longest-serving board members in KCC-JEE history, was an 
art historian at Notre Dame, and is now creating an archive of the work of her husband, the late Doug 
Kinsey (who was also involved in KCC-JEE work)— himself a distinguished scholar. Marjorie is also 
trying to leave her “big house” of many years. 
 
Natsuko Furuya (1997-2017) has six-plus decades in the same house in the same place with the 
same husband. A KC alum, she visited Kobe College about four times a year, until the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Brad Lauman (1994-2001) is in Rockford and teaching bilingual education and ESL for elementary 
students. He and Dina are exploring where to retire in Florida. 
 
While years of board service are listed above, virtually all of the participants have additional years of 
service, as volunteers, as Drake professors, as English teachers, or as part of KC governance. 
There were several other former board members on Nancy’s invitation list who were unable to attend. 
 
A good half of the meeting involved discussion of Kobe College’s current difficult challenges, as 
institutions of higher education in Japan, particularly private ones, are shrinking and struggling to 
survive. Discussion went to how, if at all, KCC-JEE can help; what is KCC’s future under various 
scenarios. Although this was not particularly planned as part of the reunion Zoom, the discussion 
naturally arose and continued at some length as a reflection of the participants’ deep care for the 
fortunes of Kobe College and KCC-JEE. 
 
After nearly two hours, the virtual reunion closed with a renewal of long-standing personal friendships 
and a dedication to KCC (now KCC-JEE). Originally founded to raise funds in the USA to help build a 
new campus in Nishinomiya, the organization has been around for 105 years, and it is noteworthy 
that one or more of the ten people on the Zoom call were part of its board from 1978 through to the 
present – 45% of KCC-JEE’s entire history! 

 
Welcome New KCC-JEE Honorary Board Member! 

Nancy Rostowsky 
 

Nancy Rostowsky graduated from Rockford University, a sister school of Kobe 
College, and continued on to work there in International Admissions.  In 1987, she 
visited Kobe College while on a recruitment trip to Japan, China, Hong Kong, and 
Malaysia.  Nancy recruited KC students and provided student services to them 
while they were at Rockford.  She was appointed to the KCC Board by Rockford 
University President Kreuter and served on the Board from 1990 until 2003.  Her 
duties included overseeing the Annual Meeting, planning special events, and 
serving on the Graduate Fellowship Committee.  She also visited Kobe College as 
a Board representative for special celebrations. 

 
* KCC-JEE Honorary Board Member - Honorary Board Members have served the Board for at least 10 years 
and are more than three years away from Board membership. 
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