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Orr December 26'h of 20L3,Japanese Prime Minister Abe visi ted the Yasukuni War Shrine in

Tokyo Many found this vis i t  controversial ,  but Pr ime Minister Abe considered i t  a nat ional ist ic act ion

support ing his goal to change the pacif ist  const i tut ion that Japan adopted after the conclusion of World

W a r  l l .

L iv ing  in  a  count ry  cons idered to  be  a  mi l i ta ry  superpower ,  the  imp l ica t ions  o f  the  Yasukun i

shr inervisi t  are di f f icul t  to fathom. The United states has always been known for i ts mi l i tary,  yet Japan's

has belen inact ive for nearly seven decades. How would the al terat ion of the const i tut ion affect Japan,

the  Ur r i ted  s ta tes ,  and o ther  count r ies  a round the  wor ld?  The Yasukun i  shr ine  v is i t  and the  goa ls  o f  the

Japanese Pr ime Min is te r  cou ld  ac t  as  a  spr ingboard  to  d iscuss ion  about  US-Japanese re la t ions  and

cultural  di f ferences between the two countr ies'

Unders tand ing  the  op in ions  o f  the  Japanese peop le  towards  the  mi l i ta ry  i s  c ruc ia l  to

perce iv ing  the  s ign i f i cance o f  the  yasukun i  Shr ine  v is i t .  l f  I  was  l i v ing  w i th  a  hos t  fami ly  in  Japan when

th is  event  occur rec t ,  I  wou ld  ask  fo r  the i r  op in ions  o f  Ar t i c le  N ine  in  the  Japanese cons t i tu t ion ,  wh ich

bans the . lapanese mi l i ta ry  f rom main ta in ing  armed fo rces  w i th  war  po ten t ia l '  I  am unsure  wh ich  s ide

the  fami lv  wou ld  take  on  the  issue.  wou ld  the  fami ly  be l ieve  tha t  Japan res ign ing  i t s  mi l i ta ry  fo rces

heavi ly contr ibuted to the modernizat ion and success of i ts economy? By focusing more on the economy

than defelnse, Japan's economic growth from the 1960s onwards has transformed i t  into an

in te rna t iona l  superpower  boas t ing  the  3 'o  la rges t  GDP'

I 'h is  wou ld  b r ing  me to  ques t ion  i f  the  fami ly  suppor ts  the  idea o f  b r ing ing  the  mi l i ta ry  back  or

n o t ' W o u | d t h e y t h i n k t h a t r e i n s t a t i n g t h e m i l i t a r y w o u l d u n d e r m i n e t h e c u r r e n t | y p a c i f i s t i c n a t u r e o f

Japan? Cr r  wou ld  they  th ink  tha t  the  mi l i ta ry  cou ld  ac tua l l y  improve Japan 's  ro le  in  the  wor ld  as  a  keeper

o f  oeace? Pr ime Min is te r  Abe be l ieves  tha t  a  mi l i ta ry  i s  impor tan t  to  peace keep ing  and ass is t ing  the

Uni ted  s ta tes ,  bu t  i t  may a lso  a l lude to  Japan 's  mi l i ta r i s t i c  pas t '  I  be l ieve  tha t  my hos t  fami ly  wou ld
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support  the idea of assist ing al l ies through the mi l i tary,  but would not support  the use of the mi l i tary to

wage a war against another country.

l f  LheJapanese mi l i ta ry  becomes re ins ta ted ,  there  is  no  doubt tha t the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween the

Uni tec l  S ta tes  and Japan wou ld  change.  Japan wou ld  be  ab le  to  jo in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  in  mi l i ta ry

ac t iv i t ies  and ass is t  the  un i ted  s ta tes  in  t ime o f  emergency .  s ince  Japan does  no t  bear  th is  respons ib i l i t y

now,  I  wou ld  ask  my hos t  fami ly  i f  they  be l ieve  tha t  the  use  o f  the  mi l i ta ry  in  th is  manner  i s  appropr ia te '

T6e p lan  to  change the  Japanese Const i tu t ion  is  an  issue tha t  i s  p ro found ly  in te r tw ined w i th

pos t - l var  e ra  Japan,  i t s  cu l tu re ,  fo re ign  re la t ions ,  and economy '  Ga in ing  the  oppor tun i ty  to  speak  to  a

Japanese fami ly  and communi ty  wou ld  c la r i f y  my unders tand ing  o f  th is  i ssue th rough the  eyes  o f  the

Japanese PeoPle .


